

Shall I the neighbours nightly reft invade. 

At her deaf doors, with feme vile ferenade ? Dryden. 
W ill. fancies he never {hould have been the man he is, had 
not he broke windows, and difturbed honeft people with his 
midnight ferenades , when he was a young fellow. Ad-'ifon. 
To Serena'de. v.a, [from the noun.] To entertain with 
no&urnal mufick. 

He continued to ferenade her every morning, ’till the queen 
was charmed with his harmony. Spectator. 

SERE'NE. adj. [ferein, French ; fe> ' enus , Latin.J 

1. Calm; placid; quiet. 

Spirits live infpher’d 

In regions mild, of calm and ferene air. Milton. 

The moon, frene in glory, mounts the fky. Pope. 

2. Unruffled ; undifturbed ; even of temper; peaceful or calm of 
mind ; (hewing a calm mind. 

There wanted yet a creature might eredt 
His ftature, and upright with front ferene 
Govern the reft. Milton. 

Exciting them, by a due remembrance of all that is paft, 
unto future circumfpedfion, and a ferene expectation of the 
future life. Grew's Cofmol. 

Gutta Sere'na. n f An obftruclion in the optick nerve. 

Thefe eyes that roll in vain, 

So thick a &xosp ferene hath quench’d their orbs. Milton. 
Sere'ne. n.f [from the adjedtive.] A calm damp evening. 
Where ever death doth pleafe t’ appear. 

Seas, ferenes, fwords, (hot, ficknefs, all are there. Ben. Johnf. 
To Sere'ne. v. a. [ ferener , French ; J'ereno , Latin.] 
i • To calm; to quiet. 

2. To clear; to brighten. Not proper. 

Take care 

Thy muddy bev’rage to ferene , and drive 
Precipitant the baler ropy lees. * Philips. 

Serenely, adv. [from ferene .] 
i. Calmly; quietly. 

The fetting fun now (hone ferenely bright. Pope. 

2\ With unruffled temper; coolly. 

Whatever practical rule is generally broken, cannot be fup- 
• pofed innate; it being impoffible that men would, without 
(hame or fear, confidently and ferenely break a rule, which they 
could not but evidently know that God had fet up. Locke. 

I he nymph did like the feene appear, j 

Serenely pleafant, calmly fair: f- 

Soft fell her words as flew the air. Prior, j 

Sf.re'neness. n.f. [from ferene.'] Serenity. 

Sere / nitude. n.f [ from ferene.] Calmnefs; coolnefs of 
mind. Not in ufe. 

From the equal diftribution of the phlegmatick humour, 
will flow quietude and jerenitude in the-affections. Wotton. 
Sere'nity. n.f. [ferenite, Fr. from frenus, Latin.] 

1. Calmnefs; temperature. 

In the conftitution of a perpetual equinox, the beft part of 
the globe would be defolate; and as to that little that would 
be inhabited, there is no reafon to expedl that it would con- 
ftantly enjoy that admired calm and ferenity. Bentley. 

Pure ferenity apace 

Induces thought, and contemplation ft ill. Thomfon. 

2. Peace ; quietnefs ; not difturbance. 

A general peace and ferenity newly fucceeded a general 
trouble and cloud throughout all his kingdoms. .Temple. 

\ 3. Evennefs of temper ; coolnefs of mind. 

I cannot fee how any men (hould ever tranfgrefs thofe mo¬ 
ral rules, with confidence and ferenity , were they innate, and 
(lamped upon their minds. . Locke. 

Serge, n.f [ferge, French ; xerga , Spanifti, which Covairu- 
vias derives from xirica , Arabick; Skinner from ferge , Ger¬ 
man, a mat.] A kind of cloath. 

The fame wool one man felts into a hat, another weaves 
into cloath, another into kerfey or ferge, and another into 
arras. Hale. 

Ye weavers, all your fhuttles throw. 

And bid broad-cloaths and ferges grow. Gay. 

SE'RGEANT. n.f. [Jergent, French; fergente , Italian, from 
fervicus, Latin ] 

1. An officer whofe bufinefs it is to execute the commands of 
magi ft rates. 

Had I but time, as this fell fergeant , death. 

Is ftriCt in his arreft,. oh, I could tell. Shakef. Hamlet. 
When it was day the magiftrates fent the fergeants , faying, 
let thefe men go. Adfsxv i. 35. 

2. A petty officer in the army. 

This is the fergeant , 

Who, like a good and hardy foldier, fought. Shakef Mach. 

3. A lawyer of the higheft rank under a judge. 

None (hould be mad e fergeant s, but fuch as probably might 
be held fit to be judges afterwards. bacon. 

4. It is a title given to fome of the king’s fervants : as, Jergecn.t 
chirurgeons. 

Se'rgeantry. n.f [from fergeant:] 

Grand Jergeantry is that where one holdeth lands of the 
king by fervice, which he ought to do in his own perfon unto 
him: as to bear the king’s banner or his fpear, or to lead his 
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hoft, or to be his marfflal, or to blow a horn, when he feeffi 
his enemies invade the land ; or to find a man at arms to fi&h c 
within the four feas, or elfe to do it himfelf; or to bear the 
king’s fword before him at his coronation, or on that day t 0 
be his fewer, carver, butler, or chamberlain. Petit fergeahty 
is vyhe're a man holdeth land of the king, to yield himyeady 
fome (mall thing toward his wars: as a fword, dao-o-er, bow 
knife, fpear, pair of gloves of mail, a pair of fpurs & , or fuch 
like. Gowel 

Se'rgeantsRip. n.f [fromferjeant.'] The office of a feraeant* 
Se'ries. n. f. [ ferie , Fr. Jeries , Latin.] 

1. Sequence; order. 

Draw out that antecedent, by reflecting briefly upon the text 
as it lies in the feries of the epiftle. Ward of Infidelity 

T he chafms of the correfpondence I cannot fupply, having 
deftroyed too many letters to preferve any feries. ' /w 

2. Succeffion; courfe. 

1 his is the feries of perpetual woe, 

Which thou, alas, and thine are bom to know. Pope. 
SERIOUS, adj. [ferieux , Fr. ferius , Latin.] 

1. Grave; folemn; not volatile; not light cf behav'^r. 

2. Important; weighty; not trifling. 

I’ll hence to London on a Jerious matter. Shakef H. VI. 
There’s nothing ferious in mortality ; 

All is but toys. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Se'riously. adv. [from ferious.] Gravely; folemnly; in 
earned; without levity. 

It cannot but be matter of very dreadful confideration to 
anyone, fober and in his wits, to think ferioufy with himfelf, 
what horror and confufion muft needs furpri/e that man, at 
the laft day of account, who had led his whole life by one 
rule, when God intends to judge him by another. South. 
All laugh to find 

Unthinking plainnefs fo o’erfpread thy mind. 

That thou could’ft ferioufy perfuade the crowd 
To keep their oaths, and to believe a god. Dryden. 

Judin Martyr, Tertullian, Ladlantius, and Arnobius, tell 
us, that this martyrdom firft of all made them ferioufy inqui- 
fitive into that religion, which could endue the mind with fo 
much ftrength, and overcome the fear of death, nay, raife an 
earned defire of it, though it appeared in all its terrors. AdJij. 
Se'riousness. n.f. [from ferious .] Gravity; folemnity; ear¬ 
ned attention. 

That fpirit of religion and ferioufnefs vanifhed all at once, 
and a fpirit of libertinifm and profanenefs darted up in the 
room of it. Atterburys Sermons. 

The youth was received at the door by a fervant, who then 
conducted him with great filence and ferioufnefs to a long gal¬ 
lery, which was darkened at noon-day. Add foil s Spedinior. 

Sermocinaction, n.f. [jermocinatio, Latin.] The ad or 
praCtice of making fpeeches. 

Sermocina'tor. n.f. [ fermocinor , Latin.] A preacher; a 
fpeecb maker. 

Thefe obftreperous fermocinators make eafy impreflioti upon 
the minds cf the vulgar. Ploivel. 

Se'rmon'. n.f [fermon,¥x. fcrtno,Tzt.] A difeourfe of inftruc- 
tion pronounced by a divine for the edification of the people. 

As for our Jermons, be they never fo found and perfed, God’s 
word they are not, as the jermons of the prophets were; no, 
they are but ambiguoufly termed his word, becaufe his word is 
commonly the fubjedt whereof they treat, and muft be the 
rule whereby they are framed. Hooker. 

This our life, exempt from publick haunt, 

Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
Sermons in ftones, and good in every thing. Shakefpeare. 

In his fermons unto the foldiers, and in open talk With the 
nobility, it (hould feem that he himfelf bad been enough to 
have overthrown the Turks. Knolies s Hijlory of the Tubs. 
Sermons he heard, yet not fo many 
As left no time to pradtife any : 

He heard them reverently, and then 
His p rad ice preach’d them o'er again. > Crajlww. 

Many, while they have preached Chrift in their frmonp 
have read aledure of atheifm in their pradice. 

His preaching much, but more his pradice wrought; 

A livingy^v/ww of the truths he taught.' Dryden. 

To Se'rmon. v.a. [ fermoner, Fr. from the noun.] 

1. To difeourfe as in a fermon. , 

Some would rather have good difeipline delivered plainly ') 
way of precept, or famomd at large, than thus cloudily J 11 
wrapped in allegorical devifes. openp 

2. To tutor; to teach dogmatically ; to lefton. 

Come, fermon me no farther : .. 

No villainous bounty yet hath paft my hea;t. Shak. l!7W * 
SeVrmountain, or Sejeli. n. J. [ flex, Lat.] A plant. 

It hath a rofe and umbellated flower, confiding of ev 
leaves, which are ranged orbicularly, and reft on the emp* 
raent, which becomes a fruit compoled of two Lrge 0 
furrowed feeds, having foliaceous ridges cn one floe, 
thefe notes muft be added, that the lobes of the leaves^ 
large, long, and intire, excepting their extremity, where , 
are°(lightly cut into thiee parts. Miller. 
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SeRo'sity. n.f [ feroftc , Fr.] Thin or watery part of the 
blood. 

in thefe the fait and lixiviated j'erofiiy is divided between the 
guts and the bladder ; but it remains undivided in birds. Broivn. 

The tumour of the throat, which occafions the difficulty of 
{wallowing and breathing, proceeds from a ferofty obftrudting 
the glands, which may be watery, cedematofe, and fchirrous, 
according to the vifeofity of the humour. Arbuthmt. 

SE'ROUS. adj. [fereux, -French ; ferofus , Latin.] 

1.. Thin; watery. Ufed of the part of the blood which fepa- 
rates in congelation from the grumous or red part. 

2. Adapted to the ferum. 

This difeafe is commonly an extravafation of ferum, re¬ 
ceived in fome cavity of the body; for there may be alfo- a 
dropfy by a dilatation of the ferous veflels, as that in the ova¬ 
rium Arbuthmt on Diet. 

SERPENT, n.f. [ferpens , Latin.] An animal that moves 
by undulation without legs. They are often venomous. They 
are divided into two kinds ; the viper , which brings young, 
and the fnake, that lays eggs. 

She was arrayed all in lily white. 

And in her right hand bore a cup of gold. 

With wine and water filled up to the height; 

In which a Jerp,nt did himfelf enfold, 

That horror made to all that did behold. Fairy ffueen. 

She ftruck me with her tongue. 

Mo {{.ferpent like, upon the very heart. Shakefp. K. Lear. 
They, or under ground, or circuit wide, 

• VJ’wh ferpent ^ error wand’ring, found their way. Milton. 
Haply piercing through the dark difguife, 

The chief I challeng’d : he whofe pradtis’d wit 
Knew all the jerpent mazes of deceit. 

Eludes myTearch. Pope's Odyjfey. 

Sf/ki»HNTiNE. adj. [ferpentinusy Lat. from ferpent. ] 

1. Refembling a ferpent. 

I craved of him to lead me to the top of this rock, with 
meaning to free him from fo ferpentine a companion as I 

am * _ Sidney. 

This oi ours is deferibed with legs, wings, a ferpentine and 
winding tail, and a creft or comb fomewhat like a cock. Brown. 
Nothing wants, but that thy (hape 
Like his, and colour Jerpentine , may fhew 
1 hy inward fraud. Milton's Paradife Lof. 

The figures and their parts ought to have a fejpcntine and 
flaming form naturally: thefe forts of outlines have, I know 
not vha.. ot life and feeming motion in them, which very 
much refembles the activity of the flame and ferpent. Dryden. 

2. W hiding like a ferpent; anfradluous. 

Nor can the fun 

Per feel a circle, or maintain his way 

One inch direct; but where he rofe to-day 

He comes no more, but with a cozening line 

Steals by that point, and fo is Jertwitine. Donne. 

His hand the adorned firmament difplay’d, 

T ho f e ferpentine? yet conftant motions made. Sandys. 

How many fpacious countries does the Rhine, 

In winding banks, and mazes Jerpentine , 

I raverfe, before he fplits in Eelgia’s plain, 

. And, loft in land, creeps to the German main? Blackmorc. 
erpentixe. n.f. An herb. Airfworth. 

bE RPEntine Stone, n.f 

I here were three fpecies of this (tone known amono- the 
ancients, all refembling one another, and celebrated for the 
lame virtues. They were all of the marble kind: the one 
was green, variegated with fpots of black, thence called the 
ac' ophites; another, called the white ophites, was oreen 
but variegated with fpots of white: the third was called 
- fnrG la? Vu a coJour ’ ''legated with fmall black 

fnnn i i U fpecies was chiefl y ulcd medicine, and 
t lXif t A e ! nC,e " tSOnl) ' inE SyP t i but it is frequent in the 
and wVh Arab . la ’ ( ln £ be iflands ot the Archipelago, in Italy, 
we have whole quarr.es of it in Wales. The ancients tell 

of 11 a cer . ta,n remedy again ft the poifon of the hire 
fe. pents; but it is now juftly rejedted. Hill’s Mat. Med. 

which t. P ,u m c S ° 0d , Part a . bottle madc of a ferpentine ftone, 
mWed th* the f ‘l uallt >' t0 S ,ve an >’ wine or water, that (hall be 

tion „f 01 ° Ur 3nd tWeW >' hours > the ta(lc “d opera- 

of die W fpaw ,- water ; and is very medicinable for the cure 
or the fpleen and gravel. u/ .+ 

Serpents Tongue, n.f. An herb. /AAlP 

Se rpet. „ j: Abaiket. Il f 

E ferpigl!° US ‘ adj ' [fr0m f erp,£ °’ Latin 'J Difeafed {T ’’ 

SERPPGO „ r n or' 1 JVifeman. 

tz. n.J. [Latin.] A kind of tetter. 

or thy own bowels, which do call thee fire, 

JJo curfe the gout, ferfiga, and the rheum, 

R or ending thee no fooner. ' cjeW. 

bet rightlird!^ ^ PainS °" ^ ^ le S’ a » d 

Fo Serlv' v n r r I? ^ IVifcman. 

6 v ' a - U err *> French.] To drive hard together; to 


ith 
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crowd into a little fpace. Not received into ufe, nor deferving 
reception. 

The frowning and knitting of the brows is a gathering or 
ferring of the fpirits, to refift in fome meafure ; and alfo this 
knitting will follow upon earned ftudying, though it be with¬ 
out diffike. Bacon's Nat. Hijlory. 

Heat attenuates and fends forth the fpirit of a body, and 
upon that the more grofs parts contradl and ferr themfelves 
together. Bacon. 

Se'rrate. ? adj. [ferrat us i Latin.] Formed with jags or 

SeTrated. } indentures like the edge ot a faw. 

All that have ferrate teeth are carnivorous. Ray. 

The common heron hath long legs for wading, a long neck 
anfwerable thereto to reach prey, a wide throat to pouch it, 
and long toes with ftrong hooked talons, one of which is re¬ 
markably ferrate on the edge. Derham's Phyfico-Tkeology. 

7'his (lick is ufually knotted, and always armed : one of 
them with a curious (bark’s tooth near an inch long, and in¬ 
dented or Jerrated on both edges : a (curvy weapon. Grew. 

Serra'tiok. n.f. [from J'erra , Latin.] Formation in the 
(liape of a faw. 

Se'rrature. n.f [from ferra> Latin.] Indenture like teeth 

of faws. 

'Thefe are ferrated on the edges; but the ferratures are 
deeper and grofler than in any of the reft. Woodward. 

To Se'rry. v. a. [ Jerrer , French ; ferrato , Italian.] To prefs 
clofe; to drive hard together. For jerry Bacon ufes ferr ; but 
nci tlier ferr nor ferry are received. 

With them rofe 

A foreft huge of fpears ; and thronging helms 

Appear’d, and ferried ftiields in thick array, 

Of death immeafurable. Milton's Paradije Loji. 

Foul diffipation follow’d, and forc’d rout; 

Nor ferv’d it to relax their ferried files. Milton s Par. LoJl. 

Se'rvant. n.f. [fervant, French; fervus, Latin.] 

1. One who attends another, and adls at his command. The 
correlative of mafter. 

We are one in fortune; both 

Fell by our fervants, by thofe men we lov’d mod. Shakefp. 

I had rather be a country Jervant maid. 

Than a great queen with this condition. Shak. R. III. 

He difdain’d not 

Thenceforth the form of fervant to aflume. Milton. 

For mafter or for fervant here to call 

Was all alike, where only two were all. Drydeni 

2 . One in a (late of fubjedlion. Unufual. 

Being unprepar’d, 

Our will became the fervant to defedf, 

Which elfe (hould free have wrong’d. Shak. Macbeth. 

2* A word of civility ufed to fuperiours or equals. 

This fubje&ion ,due from all men to all men, is fomething 
more than the compliment of courfe, when our betters tell us 
they are our humble fervants , but underftand us to be their 

_ (laves. Swift. 

To Se'rvant. v. a. [from the noun.] Tofubjedt. Not in ufe. 

My affairs 

Are fervavted to others : though I owe 

My revenge properly, remiffion lies 
- In Volfcian breads. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

7 o SERVE, v. a. [fervir, Fiench ; fervio , Latin.] 

J. To attend at command. 

Becaufe thou art my brother, ftiould’ff thou therefore ferve 
me (or nought? Gen. *»■ 


inous, and 
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A goddefs .among gods ador’d, and ferv'd 
By angels numberlefs, thy daily train. Milton 

2. 7 ’o obey fervilely or meanly. 

^ ^ When wealthy, (hew thy wifdom not to be 
1 o wealth a fervant, but make wealth ferve thee. Denham. 
3* 7 o lunply with food ceremonioufly. 

Others, pamper’d in their (hamelefs pride, 

Axe ferv'd in plate, and in their chariots ride. Dryden. 

4. To bring as a menial attendant. 

Bid them cover the table; ferve in the meat, and we will 
come in to dinner. Shakefp. Merch. of Venice. 

. k° on after our dinner was fervecl in, which was rio-ht good 
vands, both for bread and meat: we had alfo drink^f three 
forts, all wholfome and good. Bacon 

Befmeared with the horrid juice of fepia, they danced a lit¬ 
tle in phantaftick poftures, retired a while, and then returned 
ferving up a banquet as at folemn funerals. Taylor 

Some part he roafts ; then femes it up fo dreft 
And bids me welcome to this humble feaft : 

Mov’d with difdain, 

I with avenging flames the palace burn’d. Dryden 

br7l f e (fi me mCfS f houU P "gain for fupper, and 

breakfaft next mormng. A buthn. Hijlory of Job,, Hull. 

5. I o be fubfervient or (ifbordinate to. J J 

Bodies bright and greater (hould not ferve 
The Jefs hot bright. 

To fuppiy with any thing. 

r f,! K F llle city? ftaall ferve it out of all the tribes 

or Jlrael. r , , 

Lzek. xlvm. iq. 

7. To 
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